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INTRODUCTION

= In the last decade meatconsumptionof the world is
Increasingespeciallyin thedevelopingcountriesof Asia.

=  Theannualmeatproductionof Indiais 7.4 MT with a
growthrateof 5.21% for theyear201617 (BAHS, 2017).

»  Even with steady growth of meat production, the
averageper capitaavailability of meatis around6 kg/year
against the Indian Council of Medical Research
recommendationf 11kg/year

»  Dependenceon food animals becomeshigher to

satisfy the protein requirement of growing human
population




» The change in consumption pattern and
admirablenutritional qualitiespavesa greatdemandor
rabbitmeatproductionin therecentyearsin India.

> Rapid growth and technological innovatiens
leadto the structuralchangesn the livestocksector,of
which rabbitry is gaining popularity for meat
production becauseof its least dependenceon the
concentrateliet
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Rabbit meat has high nutritional qualities with
outstanding dietetic properties and this make rabbit
meat attractive for health purposes Combes 2004).




The contribution of India is very
meager.

Researches on meat productio
aspect under Indian climatic
conditions are very scanty.

The dressing percentage is ag
important economic variable.

The knowledge about dressed
carcass Yyield and various cut up
parts is essential to assess the m
production.

" World rabbit population is

around 316.69 million and
meat production is

\approximately 1.43 million MT V.
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Carcass presented in cut up part
provides a variety of options to
purchasers for meat handling,

packing and conformity assessme

N

Informationon carcass
characteristics is therefore helpfu
for the effective utilization of rabbif
meat (Fernandez arkdaga 1996).
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Materials and methods
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The study was carried out at
Post Graduate Research
Institute in Animal Sciences,
Kattupakkam (near
Chennai), Tamilnadu .

The station is situated at
45 m above mean sea
level.

The station receives an
average rainfall of around
1136 mm.

| The average temperature




